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1 . This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 



Box No. I 

□ Box No. II 
El Box No. Ill 

□ Box No. IV 
H Box No. V 

Box No. VI 

□ Box No. VII 

□ Box No. VIII 



Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 43b/s.1 (a)(1) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects In the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 



2. FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will usually be considered to be a 
written Opinion of the Internattonal Preliminary Examining Authority ("I PEA") . However this does "ot app^ w here 
the applicant chooses an Authority other than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA has ^nottfed the 
InteSnal Bureau under Rule 66.1 6/s(b) that written opinions of this International Searching Authority 
will not be so considered. 

If this ooinion is as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA, the applicant is invited to 
subm tto the PEA a P wrtrten reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, before the ^expiration of three 
Srarita ?rom Ihe d ate of mailing of Form PCT/ISA£20 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, 
whichever expires later. 



3. 
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Name and mailing address of the ISA: 



J 



European Patent Office 
D-80298 Munich 

Tel. +49 89 2399 - 0 Tx: 523656 epmu d 
Fax: +49 89 2399 - 4465 



Authorized Officer 

Saldamii, S 

Telephone No. +49 89 2399-8560 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 
PCT/IB2004/052302 



Box No. I Basis of the opinion 

1 With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in 
the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
language , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

2 With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ ' a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filingyfurnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. ? ! 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 



3 □ In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing andybr table relating thereto 
has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. Ill Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 



The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non 
obvious), or to be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

M the entire international application, 

□ claims Nos. 
because: 

□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which 
does not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 

□ the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. are so 
unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 

□ the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed. 

13 no international search report has been established for the whole application or for said claims Nos. 

□ the nucleotide andybr amino acid sequence listing does not comply with the standard provided for in Annex 
C of the Administrative Instructions in that: 

the written form □ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 
the computer readable form □ has not been furnished 

□ does not comply with the standard 

□ the tables related to the nucleotide andybr amino acid sequence listing, if in computer readable form only, do 
not comply with the technical requirements provided for in Annex C-bis of the Administrative Instructions. 

□ See separate sheet for further details 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43Ws.1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or 
Industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 




No: 


Claims 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 




No: 


Claims 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 




No: 


Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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The subject matter of claims 1-8 is an electroluminescent compound selected from bi-, tri-, 
oligo- and/or polynuclear metal complexes comprising one fully conjugated bridging ligand 
coordinated to at least two of the said metals. Subject matter of claims 9 and 1 0 are an 
electroluminescent device comprising the claimed compound and a lighting unit comprising 
the claimed device, respectively. The dependent claims 5, 7, and 8 define preferred features 
like ligands' nature such as hole transporting, electron transporting and bridging ligands, 
respectively. 

The use of charge-transfer transition metal complexes in electroluminescent devices is 
standard procedure for the skilled person (see, for example, page 2 lines 30-31 of the current 
application). The application gives no specific examples of any complex which would be useful 
for this purpose. It merely sets out a list of particular transition metals and various ligands 
which might be used without giving the skilled person any teaching of how to combine these 
with a view to obtain any specific technical effect In addition there is no definition of the term 
"fully conjugated" or indication of how such complexes are to be distinguished from those 
which are "not fully conjugated". 

In this context the subject matter of claims 1 -1 0 is so insufficiently disclosed irt the meaning 
of Article 5 PCT and so unclear in terms of Article 6 PCT that it is impossible to determine the 
matter, for which protection is sought. In these circumstances a meaningful search is 
impossible to carry out and hence a declaration of no search is issued. 
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